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“Y Are You in PR?” Regional Conference External Review 

Goals 

The overarching goal of “Y Are You in PR?” Regional Conference was to bring together 

generations of public relations and communications experts and students to learn from, and 

network with, each other. Focusing on my responsibilities as Special Events Coordinator, my 

goals were to present to attendees speakers who were well rounded and respected in the 

Public Relations field, give attendees hands-on experience by creating an interactive 

environment, and provide a panel discussion that would give attendees an opportunity to 

gain practical advice, as well as insight within the public relations community. 

Responsibilities 

As Special Events Coordinator, my responsibilities included determining breakout session 

speakers, the development of theme and interactive experience for attendees, and 

coordinating the mocktail hour details.  

Achievements & Accomplishments 

Breakout session speakers included Jenny Schmitt of Cloud Spark, Mackenzie Anderson of 

the Georgia Aquarium, and Megan White of Visit Savannah. Schmitt’s session was titled, 

Manipulate Motivate Me: A Discovery of Generational Differences. Anderson’s session was 

titled, Crossing Borders and Building Bridges through Communications, in which participants 

developed a focus around the Georgia Aquarium from a regional, national, and international 

perspective. Finally, White’s session was titled, Pitching Savannah: Targeting Tourist with 

Time-Tested and Innovative Techniques. Both Anderson and White’s breakout sessions 

included hands-on experience in which students gave strategic communication plans for 

target markets. Students were to include in their plan objectives, goals, strategies (by 

market), and tactics.  

I also wrote the biographies for each speaker, with the exception of Jenny Schmitt. I also 

was given the task to create the day of content for the packeted information for attendees. 

For mocktail hour, a networking experience for both students and professionals, I organized 

a central theme modeled around public relations with a Southern atmosphere. Each table 

was named after a cocktail drink that hinted to public relations. For example, there was a 

table named Tweetie Bird in which those who were around that table discussed new media 

tactics. To keep the southern tradition alive, the tables were designed around mason jars as 

the center pieces, filled with an assorted mix of arrangements from cotton to daises while 

resting on burlap. The mocktails included three staple drinks, the Tweetie Bird, Virgin 

Mimosa, and the Shirley Temple. 

 

Highlights of Achievements and Accomplishments 
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● Developed presentation/campaign for Mackenzie Anderson as a proposal for 

her to become a speaker for “Y Are You in PR?” Regional Conference 

● Furthered my writing and research skills by writing biographies and day of 

content for Regional Conference 

● Attendees were given hands-on experience through interactive sessions by 

developing strategic communication plans 

● Students received practical information and different perspectives from panel 

speakers from the questions that they were provided.  

○ Because of panel, a student will be able to job shadow 2 out of the five 

panel participants 

Results 

 

*Survey has not been released 

Evaluation 

Although the overall goal was achieved, there is always room for improvement. More than 

100 invitations were sent to professional public relations practitioner, however unfortunately 

there was not a balanced student to professional ratio.  


